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Calcium oxalate crystals in feedstuffs 
Abstract 
Alfalfa, clovers, soybean meal and cottonseed meal have part of their calcium tied up as insoluble 
calcium oxalate. The oxalate crystals are relatively unavailable to animals and could be an important 
consideration in ration formulation. Extension dairymen presently are discounting total alfalfa calcium by 
40 %. 
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